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Prague, May 12, 2026

Gala Concert “BRIDGES OF TIME: PRAGUE & KYOTO 1996–2026” and an accompanying program of traditional Japanese arts at HAMU

The Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague has prepared an exceptional program for the public dedicated to Japanese culture, its artistic heritage, and Czech-Japanese cultural dialogue. At the end of May, it will present a gala concert marking the 30th anniversary of the partnership between the cities of Prague and Kyoto, as well as an interactive encounter with traditional Japanese art forms. Both events will immerse the Prague audience in the atmosphere of Japanese aesthetics, craftsmanship, and musical traditions, performed by leading Czech and Japanese artists.

On May 30, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., the Bohuslav Martinů Hall will host the gala concert “Bridges of Time – Prague & Kyoto 1996–2026,” commemorating 30 years of cultural partnership between the cities of Prague and Kyoto. The musical evening will bring together artists from both countries and, through its program, capture the values of mutual understanding and inspiration. This is an exceptional artistic and social project aimed at dignifiedly commemorating the long-standing friendly relations between the Czech Republic and Japan, specifically between their historical and cultural centers—Prague and Kyoto. The collaboration between two leading artistic institutions in these cities—the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague and Kyoto City University of Arts—will present top performers from both countries, symbolically and practically creating a “bridge” between cultures, traditions, and eras.
The concert will feature leading Czech organist Jaroslav Tůma alongside Yoshimi Oshima, emeritus flutist at Kyoto City University of Arts, and Riko Nakagawa, violinist with the State Opera. The program will include works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Antonín Rejcha, and Japanese composer Kazuo Fukushima.

Starting at 6:00 p.m., the adjacent HAMU Respirium will host the opening of a joint exhibition by calligrapher Mari Kučera and photographer Petr Borovička. Admission to both the opening and the concert is free.
More information about the event: https://www.hamu.cz/cs/udalosti/mosty-casu-praha-kjoto-19962026-2847/


The day before, on May 29, lovers of Japanese culture will have the opportunity to participate in workshops on traditional Japanese arts. Experienced instructors from Tokyo—Majumi Ono, Tamao Yoshimura, and Toshisui Noguchi—will introduce the basics of playing the classical string instrument koto and familiarize participants with elements of the elegant Japanese dance mai, including a demonstration of how to put on a yukata. The workshop is suitable for both art students and the general public with no prior experience.
More information about the event: https://www.hamu.cz/cs/udalosti/workshop-tradicniho-japonskeho-umeni-2884/

Together, these two events offer an opportunity to explore Japanese culture from various angles—through a hands-on workshop and a concert program. “Both events demonstrate how inspiring the intersection of different cultures can be in arts education. Thanks to the collaboration between the two universities, our students and the public gain the opportunity to view artistic creation from a different perspective and enrich their own practice with new ideas,” explains Lucie Hayashi, co-organizer and head of the Dance Department at HAMU, regarding the benefits of both events.
The events are taking place with the support of the Czech-Japanese Society, the Embassy of Japan in the Czech Republic, and the City of Prague. 

HAMU has long supported international cooperation, and these two events represent another step in developing relationships, this time between the Czech and Japanese artistic communities.
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